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Together, 
listening 
to the 
Holy Spirit, 
let us be led 
by God

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make
Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance 
lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together 
to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every 
place and time, in the communion of the Father 
and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer for the invocation of the Holy Spirit, attributed to 
Saint Isidore of Seville (560 – 636)



Bishop Salvatore Matano , Overview   
Communion • Participation  • Mission 



https://youtu.be/pIAF5FpvoHM

SYNOD OVERVIEW
BISHOP SALVATORE MATANO





 By virtue of our Baptism we are each called 
to be active participants in the life of the 
Church.

 The Synodal Process is first and foremost a 
spiritual process rather than a data-
gathering exercise or a series of meetings 
and debates.

 To discern what God is saying to all of us, 
we listen. 
• to each other
• to our faith tradition
• to the signs of the times  





The Challenge of Synodality

“What the Lord is asking of us is already in some sense present
in the very word “Synod.” Journeying together – laity, pastors,
the Bishop of Rome – is an easy concept to put into words, but
not so easy to put into practice.”

Pope Francis, Address at the Ceremony Commemorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops,

October 17, 2015 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/october/documents/papa-francesco_20151017_50-anniversario-sinodo.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2015/october/documents/papa-francesco_20151017_50-anniversario-sinodo.html


How  will we put the concept of 
‘Journeying Together’ into Practice? 

Uniting the results of the Synod and putting our ideas into 
practice begins with conversations and sharing our dreams 
and our vision of ‘church’. 

As groups meet in a prayerful way, questions are provided for 
dialogue which are rooted in several different areas of parish 
life.  There will be a scribe to write the details to utilize as we 
develop our goals for the future.  



A synodal Church, in 
announcing the Gospel, 
“journey’s together” asks  
two fundamental questions:  

How is this “journeying 
together” happening at Holy 
Spirit and St. Joseph? 

What steps does the Spirit 
invite us to take in order to 
grow in our “journeying 
together”?



LISTENING

This is the first step, asking 
us to have an open mind 

and heart, without 
prejudice.

SPEAKING OUT

All are invited to speak with 
courage, knowing that we 

will not be judged.   



CELEBRATION

“Walking together” is only 
possible if it is based on 

communal listening
to the Word and the 

celebration of the Eucharist. 



SHARING RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
OUR COMMON MISSION

Synodality is at the service of 
the mission of the Church, 
in which all members are 

called to participate. 



DIALOGUE IN CHURCH 
AND SOCIETY

Dialogue requires 
perseverance and patience, 
but it also enables mutual

understanding. 



ECUMENISM- WITH OTHER 
CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS

The dialogue between 
Christians of different 

confessions, united by one
baptism, has a special place in 

the synodal journey. 



AUTHORITY AND PARTICIPATION

How we view teamwork and co-
responsibility of clergy and laity. 

FORMING OURSELVES IN 
SYNODALITY

Our dialogue and vision that come 
from the Synod process live on as 

we plan for the future



DISCERNING AND DECIDING

In a synodal style, decisions are 
made through discernment, 
based on a consensus that 

flows from a common 
obedience to the Spirit.



FORMING OURSELVES IN 
SYNODALITY

The spirituality of journeying 
together helps the parish 
community enhance and 

develop parish ministries of 
all kinds, working together 

towards common goals.
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Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful

and enkindle in them the 
fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and 
they shall be created.

And you shall renew the 
face of the earth.
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